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Biology Syllabus 
2018 - 2019 

Instructor Information 

Instructor Email Extracurricular Availability 
Mrs. Jessica Dupas jessica.dupas@tejanocenter.org Mon and Wed – 7:15a to 7:45a 

(For other days and times please schedule 
an appointment.) 

General Information 

Description 
Welcome to Biology! The term biology means the study of life. This is an exciting 1-credit course where students will learn about 
how living systems function and the interconnections that drive life on our planet. 

Expectations and Goals 
Our goal is that by the end of the course students will: 

ü Develop and appreciation for how much biology related material covered during the year is related to everyday issues in 
the students’ lives. 

ü Learn to state hypotheses, to develop experiments to test these hypotheses, to record and graph data and write 
conclusions for these experiments. In other words, learn to think and to work like a scientist. 

ü Become familiar with the material and the skill necessary to master the End-of-Course STAAR test. 
ü Become informed citizens able to make decisions that require basic scientific literacy. 
ü Become comfortable with engaging in academic and scientific discourse with peers. 
ü Consider the possibility of pursuing a college degree in Biology, or science related field. 

Guidelines for Success 

• BE RESPECTFUL 

• BE PREPARED 

• BE FOCUSED 

• POSITIVE VIBES ONLY 

 

Classroom Rules 
1. Come to class everyday with necessary materials (homework, pencils, etc.) 
2. Follow classroom procedures and be engaged in learning every minute you are in the class. 
3. Promptly follow directions from the teacher the first time they are given. 
4. Be polite, use language that is appropriate and not disparaging (to self or others). 
5. Treat school property with respect (leave the classroom cleaner and tidier than how you found it). 
6. Bring only water to class, no other food or drinks are allowed during class time. 
7. Turn off and put away cell phones and any other electronic devices (including earphones), before entering class (unless 

given specific instruction by Mrs. Dupas to use your device during an activity). 
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Course Materials 

Required Materials  
Students are required to keep a three-ring binder to include most of the written work, such as “Do Now” entry activities, guided 
notes, unit maps, among others. You will also keep any handouts, worksheets and other printed materials in your binder. Binders 
will be checked periodically. 

Binder Set Up 
Organization is key in this class! Students are provided with unit cover pages to separate their three-ring binders into sections based 
on the following units of study: 

• Unit 0: Welcome to Biology! 
• Unit 1: Cell Structure 
• Unit 2: The Cell Cycle 
• Unit 3: Cellular Processes for Homeostasis 
• Unit 4: Cellular Processes for Energy 
• Unit 5: The Role of Nucleic Acids and Protein Synthesis 
• Unit 6: Genetics and Epigenetics 
• Unit 7: Evolution 
• Unit 8: Taxonomy 
• Unit 9: Animal Systems 
• Unit 10: Plant Systems 
• Unit 11: Ecosystems 
• Unit 12: Current Developments in Biology 

Other Materials 
We will use several different resources to support learning in our class this year, including print and online resources. To access 
online resources in class, we will use Chromebooks, iPads and occasionally personal devices. Students will be required to access 
online materials from home to complete homework assignments. All print materials will be provided by Mrs. Dupas. 

Grades 

Grades are assigned based on the percentage of possible points earned as follows: 

A 93 – 100 % 
A- 90 – 92% 

B+ 87 – 89% 
B 83 – 86% 

B- 80 – 82% 

C+ 77 -79% 

 C 73 – 76% 
C- 70 – 72% 
D+ 67 – 69% 
D 60 – 66% 
F <60% 

 
 

 

NOTE: Students must 
students must earn a grade 
of 70% or higher to pass this 
course. Grades 69% and 
below do not meet state 
requirements. 
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Grades, cont. 
Assignments are weighted based on the following percentages. 

Assessments 40% 

Daily Assignments 30% 

Homework 20% 

Participation 10% 

 

No extra credit will be offered.  

Class Procedures 

We will use the acronym T.R.U.S.T. to set expectations for procedures and conduct during class. 

T – Talking. 

R – Room Traffic. 

U – Using and Returning Materials. 

S – Seeking Help. 

T – Turning in Work. 
This system will help set the expectations for procedures during different activities because some of the procedures will change 
depending on the activity. For example, the talking level during a quiz would be different from the acceptable talking level during a 
lab activity. 

The following procedures and policies will remain constant throughout the class: 

Entering the Classroom 
Students should enter the classroom orderly and quietly, pick up their daily activity packet at the Welcome Center, get their 
binders and workbooks out, place backpacks and other materials under the table and be at their seats ready and working on the “Do 
Now” task when the class bell rings. 

Tardy to Class 
The door to the classroom will remain locked from bell to bell. Students that do not make it into the classroom before the bell rings 
will be marked tardy for the class period. Students tardy to 3 or more class periods will receive one or more of the following 
consequences. 

- Call home to parent(s) 
- Detention with Mrs. Dupas 
- Loss of points on daily assignment(s) 
- Referral to the Principal 

 

Leaving the Classroom 
To the Restroom: Only one student will be allowed to leave the room at a time. Restroom breaks are NOT allowed during the first 
15 minutes of class or the last 15 minutes of class. During the permitted time, you must ALWAYS sign in and out, recording the 
time that you leave and the time that you return. Always take the hall pass.  

To the Nurse: Students must receive a nurse pass from Mrs. Dupas to visit the nurse during class. Students are responsible for making 
up any class work missed during a nurse visit. 
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Paying Attention 
To demonstrate that we are focused on learning, we use the acronym S.L.A.N.T. to describe our expected behavior during classroom 
discussions and activities. 

S – Sit Up. 

L – Listen. 

A – Ask and Answer Questions. 

N – Nod Your Head. 

T – Track the Speaker. 

Academic Honesty 
Any work you turn in should be original. Copied or plagiarized work will not be accepted. If you have questions or concerns about 
the originality of your work, discuss it with me before turning in an assignment.  

Returning Graded Assignments 
Graded assignments will be returned to students in class within a week of due date for the assignment.  

Students Responsibilities After Being Absent 
It is the responsibility of the student to check with peers, the class website or the unit map to determine was missed that day, and 
to collect any handouts/worksheets from the What You Missed folder in the Work Center of the classroom. 

Ending Class 
The last five to ten minutes of class may include a reflection question or exit activity that will be finished before leaving the 
classroom. If the teacher determines that students require more time, this reflection will be assigned as homework. Students should 
remain at their seats and listen to final announcements before being dismissed. 

Laboratory Safety 

Many laboratory investigations will be performed during this course. Students will be handling sensitive lab equipment and will be 
required to pay special attention to the teacher’s instructions for each of the investigations. A Lab Safety Contract will be sent 
home with student to be signed by both student and parent/guardian and returned to teacher. If the teacher observes that a 
student is not following adequate safety procedures as described in Lab Safety Contract, this student will be excused from class and 
will not be able to make up the investigation. A parent–teacher conference will be scheduled to discuss returning of this student to 
laboratory investigations. 

Consequences of Classroom Rule Violations 

Depending on frequency or severity of inappropriate behavior, students may receive one or more of the following consequences: 

• Conference with student 
• Parental contact 
• Office referral 

Any student who feels that the enforcing of rules and consequences are unfair has the right to make an appointment with the 
teacher to discuss the situation. 
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Parent-Student-Teacher Contract 
Please fill out and return by Friday, August 31, 2018 

 

My student and I have read and agree to the rules and policies set forth in Mrs. 
Jessica Dupas’ 2018-19 Biology Class. 

 

______________________________________ 

Student Printed Name 

 

______________________________________        ____________________ 
Student Signature                      Date 
 

 

___________________________________________________________            ________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Printed Name                                        Parent Contact Phone Number 

 

I prefer to be contacted via EMAIL   or   PHONE   (circle one) 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

Parent Email 

 

______________________________________        ____________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature           Date 

If you wish to share any additional information that would help identify areas in which your student 
excels or would need extra support, it with would be greatly appreciated: 


